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TALENT SHINES

HISTORY MADE

Students competed Wednesday night at Rising Stars,
a University Board talent show. Read about the diverse acts students performed.
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Ta’Kenya Nixon’s record-breaking night leads Eastern’s women’s basketball to the program’s first postseason win, toppling University of Missouri.
Page 8
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CHARLESTON | MAYOR CAMPAIGN

Three open council seats to be filled
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor

With the local election less than a
month away, some new and old faces
will fill the three open seats.
On April 9, Larry Rennels, Brian
Myerscough and Troy Richey will be
competing for mayor.
Mayor John Inyart is not re-running for the position after eight years
on the job.
Larry Rennels has been on the
Charleston City Council for 16 years
and recently retired from his business
in 2010.
He said he would like to continue
to improve Charleston’s infrastructure,
keep improving relations between the
city and Eastern and meet with the external relations committee on a regular basis.
Rennels said a few of his goals include video streaming the city council
meetings and keeping the property tax
rate from increasing.
Troy Richey, an employee at CHI
Overhead Doors in Arthur, said he is
willing to listen to the community’s
concerns.
He said he would like to see
Charleston be more self-reliant, offer
a community center and increase employment opportunities.
Richey said if he wins the mayoral
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Brian Myerscough

Goals if elected
•
•

improve city infrastructure
improve relations between
Charleston & Eastern

election, he would like to have more
town hall type meetings with Eastern and Charleston and have an a TV
channel dedicated to showcasing what
the city is doing and planning.
Brian Myerscough is a life-long resident of Charleston and is currently a
substitute teacher for the Charleston
Community School District.
He said he would like to increase
the safety of citizens with additional police officers, increase student revenue coming into the local businesses
and decrease city expenses.

•
•

offer a community center
increase employment
opportunities

Myerscough also said he would like
to see Mattoon and Charleston work
together more, increased student enrollment and the city take advantage
of the large amount of skilled, student
workers.
Tim Newell, Michael Stopka, Matthew Hutti and Brandon Combs are
also competing for the two open city
council seats.
Newell, who is finishing his first
term on the city council, is currently
a math teacher and is a former banker.
He said he would like to continue to

•
•
•

additional police officers
increase student revenue
decrease city expenses

see that Charleston is a good community to reside in, has a good infrastructure and remains to be fiscally responsible.
Newell said he loves Charleston and
wants to see it do well.
Stopka, a graduate student at Eastern, moved to the U.S. from Poland
when he was 10-years-old and acquired citizenship in 2008.
He said he has made Charleston his
home and wishes to give back to it.
Stopka said he would like to see
more businesses come to Charles-

ton to fuel the city, revise and change
Charleston’s master plan and sidewalk
and street improvements.
He said the city needs a new face
and leadership on the city council.
Hutti, a lifelong Charleston resident and Eastern graduate, is currently
a substitute teacher at Charleston High
School.
He said he wants to model Charleston’s master plan off of Effingham’s
and create long-term goals and objectives for the city.
Hutti said he wants to increase economic development and opportunities
in the city.
He said he wants to keep communication open between the city and it’s
residents as to help Charleston.
Brandon Combs is a chiropractic physician at Combs Chiropractic, Eastern graduate and a lifelong
Charleston resident.
He said he would like to see
Charleston head in the right direction
and figure out what the city council is
doing.
Combs said he has different views
than those already on city council and
would like to bring a fresh perspective
to the table.
Amanda Wilkinson can
be reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.

SACIS | PATHWAYS TO EMPOWERMENT

Charleston | politics

Candidates to speak at forum New group formed
By Amanda Wilkinson
City Editor
Seven candidates, both for mayor
and city council, will be answering
the public’s questions on Thursday.
The Candidates For um, cosponsored by the Charleston Area
Chamber of Commerce and the
Coles County League of Women
Voters, will be hosted at the banquet room at Unique Suites Hotel,
920 West Lincoln Ave.
The forum starts at 6:30 p.m.
with the mayoral candidates speaking first and the city council candidates speaking at 8:15 p.m.
The candidates running for mayor are Brian Myerscough, Larry
Rennels and Troy Richey. The city
council candidates running for the
two open seats are Matthew Hutti,
Tim Newell, Brandon Combs and
Michael Stopka.
Cindy White, the executive director of the chamber, said the forum is formatted to make sure candidates get their share of time.
“It is a fairly strict pre-prescribed
format for them to keep everything
fair and equitable,” she said.
White said each candidate will
have two minutes to give an opening statement.
She said they may give histo-

City Council candidates
• Brian Myerscough
• Larry Rennels
• Troy Richey
• Matthew Hutti
• Tim Newell
• Brandon Combs
•Michael Stopka
ry about themselves, why they are
running for the position, the issues
they are running on and what they
think they bring to the table.
The forum is open to the public
and they are encouraged to ask the
candidates questions, White said.
She said index cards will be available to write questions on throughout the duration of the event.
However, White said there will
be question screeners to make sure
the best questions get up to the
moderator.
“We look at all those questions
to see if they make sense, if there
are several on one topic and we will
rewrite the question to make it a
more general question,” she said.
“We try to get some of the best
questions, the all encompassing
questions funneled up to the moderator.”
White said the candidates also
have a limited amount of time to

answer the questions.
“That makes it equal for everybody,” she said. “No one person can
take control and just run on and on
and on.”
White said this is a good way for
the Charleston community to come
see all the candidates at once answering their questions.
Betty Dodson, co-organizer for
the Coles County of League of
Women Voters, said the purpose of
her group is to inform citizens so
they can make good decisions at the
April 9 election.
“Most of what we do is encourage people to participate and become acquainted with the politicians so they can have some idea
who they want for leadership,” she
said.
Corrine Joyner, co-organizer for
the league, said this is a chance for
the community to directly ask those
running for the positions what they
stand for.
“It is much needed because a
lot of people don’t read and if they
come out they can hear first hand
what the candidate is going to do or
not do,” she said.
Amanda Wilkinson can
be reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.

By Stephanie Markham
Administration Editor
Survivors of sexual assault are sharing their experiences and learning about
recovery in the “Pathways to Empowerment” group led by Sexual Assault
Counseling and Information Services.
Donna Hudson, a counselor for SACIS, said the group has been meeting for
90-minute sessions once per week since
February, and the entire program would
last eight weeks.
Hudson said each session has a different theme related to recovering from
trauma, like learning to trust after being victimized, and members have the
opportunity to tell their stories to the
group.
“Individual therapy is a great thing for
people, but often times survivors of sexual assault do not really have the sense that
anybody else can relate to what they’re
going through,” she said.
Motivation to create the group came
from the prospect of providing group
counseling experience for SACIS’s counseling intern and from clients who wanted the opportunity to connect with others, Hudson said.
She said survivors take a risk whenever they mention their assault because of a
victim-blaming culture.
“I think part of the reason that a lot of
people struggle with it alone is because
sometimes when people talk about it to

others, they don’t get the support they
were looking for,” she said.
She said victim-blaming can occur
subtly when rape prevention is focused
on what women should do differently.
“Rape prevention is men should stop
raping women,” she said.
Hudson said this is the first survivors’
group SACIS has led in a few years, and
the counselors plan to offer groups continually throughout the year.
She said groups can contain four to
10 women, but male survivor groups
could be started when there is a sufficient
number of clients.
“We see male victims here probably
more than most people would think,”
she said. “If it is hard for a woman to say
that she has been a victim of sexual assault, you can only imagine how much
harder it would be for a man to admit
that.”
She also said everyone who participates has to go through a screening process to ensure it is a right fit for each individual as well as the group.
Sexual assault can cause feelings of
shame, issues with self-esteem and intimacy, anxiety around groups and the
need for control, Hudson said.
“There’s sometimes a kind of rigidity in the way they lead their lives afterward,” she said.
People can choose to take individual counseling, group counseling or both,
she said.
GROUP, page 5
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charleston | parks and recreation

Eastern graduate to teach upcycling
By Dominique DeWeese
Staff Reporter

Mostly Sunny
High: 34°
Low: 20°

Mostly Sunny
High: 40°
Low: 28°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Using glue, fabric and scissors, one
girl’s trash can become another’s creative treasure.
The Charleston Parks and Recreation Department is offering the Upcycle It class every week beginning March
25 to April 29.
Stephanie Brown, Eastern alumna
and instructor for the class, said she has
always enjoyed crafting and said being
creative and artistic has always been her
thing.
Brown came up with the idea while
working with children at the department. She currently teaches gymnastics
and pom poms classes to young children involved in after-school clubs.
She said when her students began
asking her about crafting, she decided
to bring her ideas to life.
Brown said she also enjoys working
with people and helping them make use
of old or outdated items.
Brown said the inspiration for the
class title came from searching the Internet.
"I looked ‘upcycle it’ up online, and
it literally means converting used or
useless items into something new and
better," she said.
She said recycling is important to
the environment and the class will cut
down on throwing recyclable and reus-

able items out.
When she started considering ideas
for the class, she said she noticed she
and her husband threw out a lot of useful things.
She said she watched a video online
about how plastics do not break down
and animals die from consuming them.
"That made me want to do a day on
plastics," Brown said.
She said she plans to teach days
where they will reuse items like glass,
plastic and old clothing. Brown said
she knows old clothing can be turned
into cool patterned fabric flowers.
"The fabric of old pillow cases can be
turned into purses with great patterns
or textures," she said.
Brown said she hopes participants
bring in their own materials to make
each item unique and a part of the individual who created it. However, she said
she will be prepared with extra materials
in case anyone forgets to bring items in.
There is limited space for those wanting
to attend the class, she said.
"You can only spread out so many
ways when you are trying to do something hands-on," Brown said.
She said so far mostly young girls and
some of their mothers from her classes
have signed up. Brown said she hopes
more people decide to try their hand at
crafting. The class is open to anyone
10 and older because some of the activities are harder and require basic cut-and-

glue type skills, she said.
However, she said no creativity or
particular skills are required because she
is willing to step in, help and encourage everyone.
She has had some interest from Eastern sorority members who want to
bond and interact in a casual, learning
environment, Brown said. The class will
cost $65 a person and each day one material will be used for a project, Brown
said.

The class will meet in the Recreation
Board Room at City Hall, 520 Jackson
Ave. Brown said despite the minimum
age requirement, anyone is welcome to
join the class.
“The class is for anyone who enjoys
taking the old and turning it into something new,” she said.
Dominique DeWeese can
be reached at 581-2812
or dedeweese@eiu.edu.

BLOTTER

Hit and run,
cannabis reported
• At 4:56 p.m. Monday, Scott Pazda,
23 of Hometown, was arrested by
the University Police Department
on an in-state warrant for failing
to appear for a required court
proceeding. He was released at
5:27 p.m. after posting 10 percent
of a $1,000 bond.
• At 4:10 p.m. Tuesday, a hit and run
was reported at the Lincoln, Stevenson, Douglas parking lot. This
incident is under investigation.
• At 4:27 p.m. Tuesday, a cannabis
complaint was reported at University Court. This incident was referred to the State’s Attorney and
the Office of Student Standards.
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student senate

campus | university board

Senate
passes
tobacco
resolution

Contest reveals talents

By Samantha McDaniel
Student Governance Editor
Student Senate members voted in favor of a resolution to support the current tobacco policies on campus at their
meeting Wednesday.
The resolution supports smoking in
designated areas around campus but
does not support a complete tobaccofree campus.
Jesse Green, a Student Senate member
and one of the authors, said the committee made the decision to support the current smoking policy after hearing the different sides and gaging student opinions.
“We met and we talked this through
to figure out what could be the best possible approach we could take that would
be fair,” Green said.
Green said the current policy is fairly accurate in addressing the concerns of
the Tobacco Coalition without taking
away the right of the smokers.
The policy also addressed some concerns and suggested some improvements,
Green said.
Executive Vice President Jarrod Scherle, a business administration graduate student, said all of the students who
spoke at the tobacco-free open forum
were against going tobacco-free.
“I think the compromise that we have
laid out is the best of both sides,” Scherle said.
Scherle said he understands why people get worried about their health, but
that is why they have the areas.
Scherle said they proposed an increase
in designated areas and cigarette receptacles at the areas.
Like the tobacco-free proposal, Green
said it would be a soft-nudge approach
to enforcing the policy.
“It wasn’t in our best interest to recommend enforcement because we will
not be the ones enforcing it,” Green said.
Scherle said the students should remind others that there are designated areas that they are suppose to smoke in.
“The punishment is bad karma, and
the reward is good karma,” Scherle said.
He said the policy is making it known
that they are expected to smoke in certain areas, but not by issuing fines.
“If you are caught smoking in between smoking receptacles because you
are in a hurry to class, well people are just
going to think bad thoughts about you,”
Scherle said. “That is basically the punishment—you’re going to be that guy.”
Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.
For the in-depth version
of this article go to:

dailyeasternnews.com

Students perform
poetry, a capella,
rap, hip hop
and comedy
By Bob Galuski
Entertainment Editor
At the peak of a night brimming with musical lyrics, soulful
words and nontraditional dances,
one student was named EIU’s Rising Star.
Tiarra Webb stepped forward
to accept her prize of a $150 gift
card after her performance involving self-written spoken word.
Her performance consisted of
lyrics that she wanted to use to
get her message across in her spoken word piece, “Yellin’.”
Webb performed her piece to
the crowd of students packed
into the 7th Street Underground
Wednesday.
Webb, a freshman kinesiology
and sports studies major, said she
had been writing poetry since she
was 12 and liked to change between poetry and rap, which has
evolved into spoken word.
Webb, who goes by the stage
name “Mello-T,” said she thought
she had a chance at winning, despite the majority of contestants
being male.
“Rapping and spoken word and
all that is a very male-dominant
industry,” she said.
During the competition, rap
songs moved the contest along,
with performances by students
like Dingana Fokum and Antonio
Beverly.
Fokum performed what he described as rapping with hip-hop
and a side of pop music.
During his set, he combined
several songs including Macklemore’s “Thrift Shop.”
Fokum said he has been writing, recording and producing his
own music since he was a sophomore in high school.
Beverly, a freshman communication studies major, performed
his song, “Gotta Get This Money,” for the audience.
Although the contest was heavy
with songs, there was a combination of genres present.
David Lewis, a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, performed a capella songs to a
cheering crowd.
There were other performances
throughout the competition that
did not involve singing, including
Darnell Tyms, a junior communication studies major, who stepped
onto stage in face paint.
“This is going to be a nontraditional dance,” he told the audience, just before breaking into a

campus briefs
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Safety Walk canceled

The Safety Walk scheduled for
Thursday was canceled because the
administrator helping with it had
other obligations.
Nick Allen, a Student Senate member, said the Safety Walk had to be
rescheduled because Dan Nadler, the
vice president of student affairs, was
double-booked and unavailable to
attend the walk.
The new date and time have not
been set, Allen said.

African Student Association
to host fashion show

The African Student Association
will be hosting a fashion show 7 p.m.
Thursday in the Grand Ballroom of
the Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union as part of their Africa Week.
Tickets for the show are $10.
Jorjoh Joof, ASA president, said the
week gives the group an opportunity
to share the passion they have of
African culture with the campus and
community.
Stephanie Barnes, a fashion coordinator with the association, said the
show will be fun as well as educational about Africa.
“People should come out to the
fashion show to get a taste of something different,” she said. “This fashion
show informs people of what they do
in different regions, what they wear
and what music is being played.”

CAA to review
budget template

Jacob Salmich | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Shelaina Reid, a sophomore family & consumer sciences major, performs
during the University Board talent contest, EIU’s Rising Star in 7th Street
Underground on Wednesday. Reid took third place in the competition.

fluid, slow-moving dance piece.
Moving across the stage, Tyms
went from smooth motions to jagged, sharp twists of his joints.
Anthony Boyd, a senior theatre
arts major, also stepped onto the
stage to break the line of singers
and songwriters.
Boyd performed a comedy routine, which involved describing
both a trip to the Wisconsin Dells
and a wedding he attended.
During his set he re-enacted
a rollercoaster ride to the enjoyment of the audience.
Roaring with laughter, the audience watched as he climbed to
the top of the rollercoaster and
they laughed out loud as he descended, his eyes bulging out and
him screaming the whole way
down.
Boyd also made his presence
known when he walked on stage
by immediately throwing down a
notebook.
“Alright, amateur hour is over,”
he screamed at the audience.

Brittany Staten, a senior sociology major, acted as the University Board’s competition’s host, replacing American Idol contestant
Jackie Tohn.
Staten kept up the banter with
the audience, and would also have
side conversations with the performers in between their sets.
Staten said she had found out
earlier this week that she would
be the host.
Ev e n t h o u g h e v e r y o n e w a s
competing, some of the contestants did not know that EIU’s
Rising Star was a competition.
Tre Brown, a sophomore studio
art major, said he thought it was
just a way for students to showcase their talents.
“At the end of the day, we’re all
rising stars,” Brown said, shrugging.
Bob Galuski can
be reached at 581-2812
or rggaluski@eiu.edu.

NOW LEASING FOR FALL ‘14 through ‘15

The Council on Academic Affairs
will review the template to budget
university programs in the Fiscal Year
2014 during its meeting Thursday.
President Bill Perry created the steering committee for program analysis in
October and charged the group with
creating a template to analyze the
productivity, costs and relevance of
each university program.
Bill Weber, the vice president for
business affairs and president of the
committee, will be reviewing the
template with council members and
asking for feedback.
Stephen Lucas, secondary education professor and the vice chair of
CAA, said the template has nothing
specifically to do with CAA, but he is
interested to hear the presentation
and ask questions.
Weber presented the template to
Faculty Senate on Tuesday, and the
Council on University Planning and
Budget is scheduled to review the
template on Friday.
According to the committee’s
website, committee members will
be refining the template from March
to April, which will include gaining
feedback from camps government
and open forums and developing a
web interface for entering the data.
The website also states the template would be finalized and sent
to Perry in May, and the “program
heads” would use the template to
provide the analyses by August.
There are no items to be acted
upon on the council’s agenda.
The council will meet at 2 p.m.
Thursday in Room 4440 of Booth
Library.

Online | vidcast
Watch City Editor Amanda Wilkinson
discuss the stances of
Charleston City Council
candidates at dailyeasternnews.com

2, 3, & 4 Bedroom homes available
Sign a lease NOW to claim your
FREE iPad Mini!

CALL DAVE 232-1545

217-345-4001
www.eiuliving.com

Comments, Corrections, OR
events
To report any errors, local events
or general suggestions for future
editions please contact our Editorin-Chief, Rachel Rodgers, via:
Phone | 581-2812,
Email | DENeic@gmail.com
Office visit | 1811 Buzzard Hall.
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DRAWN FROM THE EASEL

What questions do you want
Student Government to ask
the candidates for
Charleston mayor?

HERE’S WHAT YOU SAID
As the mayor of Charleston, how do
you feel the city influences student
retention at EIU?
Tyler Phelps

As mayor, how will you bring new
businesses and restaurants to
Charleston?
Jarrod Scherle
DOMINIC RENZET TI | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time
on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be published
in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not
libelous or potentially harmful. They must be less
than 250 words.
Letters to the editor can be brought in with
identification to The DEN or to the DENopinions@
gmail.com.

“LET’S GIVE THEM
SOMETHING TO TALK
ABOUT”
What do you think the
Homecoming theme
should be?
To submit your opinion on today’s topic,
bring it in with identification to the DEN
at 1811 Buzzard Hall or submit it electronically from the author’s EIU email address to DENopinions@gmail.com by 4
p.m. today or reply to us on social media.

The DAILY
EASTERN NEWS

STAFF EDITORIAL

New era of Eastern sports
off to hot start
It is been quite the year for Eastern
The Panthers are not only at the top in
Our POSITION
athletics.
many
of the schools sports, but also in the
• Situation: Eastern athletics are off to a hot
We started the year with the footclassroom.
start.
ball team’s resurgence into the top of the
After the completion of the winter sports
• Stance: Show these athletes the recognition
Ohio Valley Conference under first year
period, Eastern leads the standings for the
they deserve by showing your support.
head coach Dino Babers.
OVC Comissioner’s Cup, which s a symbol
We saw the track and field team conof overall athletic excellence in Conferencetinue to do what it does best atop the OVC, as well as pole vault- sponsored championships.
ers Mick Viken and Jade Riebold representing the Panthers at the
Volleybally player Stephanie Arnold was named one of the
NCAA National meet.
OVC Scholar-Athletes of the Year for 2011-12, which is is the
The volleyball and men’s basketball teams both found their
highest individual honor that can be earned by OVC student-athway back into the OVC tournament.
letes, and is given annually to three men and three women stuWe also saw the women’s basketball team, also under a new
dent-athletes of junior or senior status for their accomplishments
head coach, Lee Buchanan, record its first ever postseason win in
in both the classroom and athletic arena, and because of their
school history on Wednesday, as well as senior Ta’Kenya Nixon
leadership qualities.
break the all-time scoring record.
Eastern has had quite a year so far in the world of sports, so
It is safe to say that the new era of Panther sports is off to a
show these athletes the recognition they deserve, and come out to
pretty good start about halfway through its first year.
a game, match or meet sometime soon. You won’t be disappointHowever, too often, the stands at O’Brien Field or Lantz Arena ed.
or wherever the Panthers may be playing, are a bit less than full.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of
It is too much of a rumor at this school that our sports teams
The Daily Eastern News.
are not up-to-par, but this is far from the truth.

20 years later, Coach V is still around

Today marks the day March Madness begins.
Granted, the tournament started on Tuesday,
but the real craziness begins today if you have
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
filled out your NCAA bracket.
This tournament marks the 30th anniversary of the 1983 North Carolina State team
that won the NCAA National Championship on its Cinderella story.
Editor in Chief
Managing Editor
Now, before you close the newspaper,
Tim Deters
Rachel Rodgers
non-sports fans, I just want to tell you I’m
not writing about the tournament.
Associate News Editor
News Editor
I’m writing because I believe that everySeth Schroeder
Robyn Dexter
one should know who coach Jimmy Valvano
is, even 30 years later.
Online Editor
Opinions Editor
Valvano was the coach of the constant
Sara Hall
underdog in UNC State. He wasn’t just a
Dominic Renzetti
national champion, but he was a decent
man.
CONTINUE THE DEBATE
Valvano was known for his motivational speeches; however, it was one speech that
ONLINE
still impacts the lives of Americans to this
day.
• Extended letters
Valvano was diagnosed with bone cancer
• Forums for all content
in 1992.
On March 3, 1993, Valvano was awarded the
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Arthur Ashe Courage and Humanitarian Award,

EDITORIAL BOARD

Kyle Daubs
and was to give a speech at the ESPY’s.
No one thought, or expected, the legendary
coach to give any speech.
Instead, he stumbled up to the podium on
the shoulder of longtime broadcaster, Dick
Vitale, and in the words of longtime friend,
Sonny Vacarro, spoke “words that God have
given to him.”
Out of the speech, this is still said today:
“ To me, there are three things we all
should do every day. We should do this every day of our lives. Number one is laugh.
You should laugh every day. Number two
is think. You should spend some time in
thought. And number three is, you should
have your emotions moved to tears, could be
happiness or joy.”

He continued, “But think about it. If you
laugh, you think, and you cry, that’s a full day.
That’s a heck of a day. You do that seven days a
week, you’re going to have something special.”
Valvano kept making history that night.
Shortly after, Valvano asked for donations
for his newly created V Foundation for Cancer Research, a foundation that is viewed
widely across the map.
Most importantly, Valvano was a visionary.
He was frequently caught saying, “Don’t give
up. Don’t ever give up.”
It was used in his pregame speeches, and its
the most basic saying of how we should lead
our lives.
I don’t want to end this with a second grade
like conclusion, but these are the reasons I believe everyone should know who Jimmy Valvano is.
There are only a select few that can still make
a difference 20-plus years later after they die,
and Coach V is still making an impact.
Kyle Daubs is a junior math and special education major. He can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinions@gmail.com
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Entertainment | Tarble Ar ts Center

Play to focus on relationships, wardrobes
By Jack Sheehan
Staff Reporter
A play dealing with the good,
the bad and sometimes ugly aspect
of life, relationships and the clothes
people wear will be coming to the
Tarble Arts Center Friday.
The Charleston Community Theatre’s version of “Love, Loss
and What I Wore” features 14 local
women who play the poignant, funny and sometimes sentimental portrayals of women at all stages of their
lives, and the clothes and accessories
that took them there, Cathy Sheagren said.
Sheagren, an actress in the play,
said the performance will cover topics from wardrobe malfunctions and
lucky underwear, to prom dresses,
favorite boots and everything in-between.
The recollections about the clothing prompt the women’s memories about their mothers, boyfriends,
husbands, ex-husbands, sisters and
grandchildren, she added.
“Love, Loss and What I Wore”
begins at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the
Tarble Arts Center,
The show is also running at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday and
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday.
Ticket prices are $10 for adults,
$8 for seniors and $5 for students
with doors opening 30 minutes prior to curtain for each performance.
Mary Bower, the play’s director,
said she believes viewers are in for a

treat.
“This show is a staged reading, but
these ladies bring energy to the stage
that is contagious,” Bower said.
Bower said the audience viewing
the performance will be able to relate
to the play.
“Each audience member will leave
with a different experience based on
their personal life story,” she said.
“They may leave with new attitudes
and perspectives of things they have
or have not experienced.”
Sheagren also said she believes
that although the premise of the
show is quirky, viewers will find familiarity within it.
“The show is a very uplifting and
meaningful 90 minutes of personal
stories about relationships and clothing. Sounds weird, but it works,”
Sheagren said.
“Love, Loss and What I Wore”
is based on a series of serious and
humorous stories written by Ilene
Beckerman. Each of the stories are
about women's relationships and
their wardrobes.
Soon after, the book was turned
into a play.
“Everyone will find something familiar in this show. My character
tells stories, and as I'm reading my
lines, I think to myself that I could
be saying some of these words about
my own life,” Sheagren said.
The cast and Bower have been rehearsing the play since February in
preparation for opening night at the
Tarble.
“It's been a wonderful time work-

Jacob Salmich | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Cast members of Love, Loss and What I Wore, a production based on the best-seller of Ilene Beckerman, rehearse
in the atrium of the Tarble Arts Center. The production will be performed on Thursday at 7:30 p.m.

ing with the cast and Mary,” said
Sheagren. “‘Love, Loss and What I
Wore’” is Mary's first directing gig,
and she's done a great job getting us
ready for opening night on Friday.”
Although the play sounds like it
appeals to women only, Bower said
she is urging men to go watch the
show.

“Gentlemen, if you think this
show is a ‘chick show,’ you are so
wrong,” Bower said.
She also said the play will reveal
different outlooks on women.
“You will take away a new understanding of women, an appreciation for women and a vast amount
humor and ammunition to tease

universit y | funding

Eastern gives appropriations testimony
By Chacour Koop
Special Projects Reporter
President Bill Perry gave appropriations testimony before the Illinois
House and Senate last week, asking for
funds equal to the current fiscal year
rather than a cut.
In his budget proposal March 6, Gov.
Pat Quinn recommended about a 5 percent decrease of $2.4 million in funds
for Eastern next year. He recommended Eastern be appropriated about $41.6
million for the next fiscal year. Eastern
has received $6.6 million of the $44
million in appropriated funds for the
current fiscal year.
“Given the state’s fiscal situation, it is
not an unexpected number,” said William Weber, vice president of business
affairs. “If you look at the proposed
budgets for other Illinois universities,

they’re all receiving a cut of similar magnitude.”
In his testimony, Perry highlighted
some practices Eastern has enacted in
response to the downturn in the state
economy. He noted that since fiscal year
2010, Eastern has decreased its employee
headcount by about 5 percent -- which
is equal to about 90 full-time positions -and the hiring freeze for fiscal year 2013
that will cut about $5 million.
Perry was not available for comment
because he will be out of his office until Mar. 25.
Quinn’s proposed cut in appropriations matches a trend in less and less appropriated state funds since the 20012002 school year. Eastern received about
$55 million that year, which is $11 million less than this year, and student tuition dollars accounted for about a third
of the budget. Now, student tuition dol-

lars account for about 60 percent of the
budget, Weber said.
Despite the projected decrease in
state dollars, Eastern’s board of trustees approved the smallest tuition increase since 1993 at its meeting earlier
this month.
Tuition will increase to $283 per semester hour — $4 more than last year’s
new student rate. A new student enrolled in fall 2013 will pay $4,245 per
semester for four years if he or she is taking 15 semester hours. That is $60 more
than new Eastern students who enrolled
in fall 2012.
“We’re having to look in our crystal ball when trying to figure out what
the state’s going to do,” said Paul McCann, treasurer and director of business
services.
The state legislature will likely vote
on the budget proposal at the end of

May before they adjourn, McCann said.
He said he expects the appropriated
funds will change after political negotiations in Springfield.
McCann said two student fees are
scheduled to increase next year, though
the board of trustees has not formally approved them yet. The campus improvement fee dedicated to improving science buildings is scheduled to increase $2.50 per credit hour, and the
Lantz and O’Brien building maintenance fee is scheduled to increase $.50
per credit hour. These two fees combined would add $45 dollars in fees for
a 15-hour student.
Neither Weber or McCann were
aware of any other increases at this time.
Chacour Koop can
be reached 581-2812
or cmkoop@eiu.edu.

the women you love and respect,
or maybe the women you just don’t
get,” she said.
Jack Sheehan can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpsheehan2@eiu.edu.

»

GROUP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Hudson said group counseling provides a more direct opportunity to impact other survivors.
“Taking a step to be a part of a group
that is a healing step for you can be enormously helpful to someone else’s journey
as well,” she said.
Hudson said sexual assault can be a
difficult and taboo subject to speak of, so
it can be reassuring and freeing to share
in a safe environment.
“It’s a little bit like, within a safe space,
you’re stepping out of the shadows,” she
said.
Stephanie Markham can be reached
at 581-2812 or samarkham@eiu.edu.

BINGO
@ The MOOSE
Family Fraternity

Need somewhere
to live this fall?
Spring in for a showing today
1, 2, & 3
Person options available

 Royal
Heights
 Glenwood

$100 off
Security
Deposit

Convenient Drive Through
M-F 8am-4pm | Sat 8am-11:30am
Logan & Dewitt | Mattoon, IL
217.235.5575 | www.mervis.com

 Lynn-Ro
 Park Place
Check out our
website for pictures, prices,
and more!

tricountymg.com
348-1479

We’
ll pay
cash for
aluminum cans.

We recycle electronics!
�free �secure �responsible

615 7th Street
Non-members can play

TONIGHT
7 pm
217-345-2012

* MUST BE 21 *
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Help wanted
Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training available. 800-965-6520 ext 239.
__________________________4/29

For rent
2 bedroom apartment available
Signing bonus of $200 Central air,
huge bedrooms, lots of closet space,
some utilities included. 815-600-3129
(leave a message or text.)
__________________________3/20
MUST SEE! Furnished, private bathrooms and walk-in closets, free cable,
internet, water and trash. Fitness Center, Computer Lab with free printing,
basketball and volleyball courts and
free tanning. August rent free and
$99.00 Deposit for a limited time. Call
217.345.6001 www.campuspointeapts.com Open House 3/27 8am-8pm.
__________________________3/21
3 blocks from Old Main. 2 bedroom
house $300 each. 3 bedroom house
$235 each. 10 month lease.
Call 549-7031.
__________________________3/22
Fall 2013, 3 or 4 bedroom house
2 blocks from campus. 2 full baths,
W/D, dishwasher. Call or text
(217) 276-7003.
__________________________3/22
4 Bedroom 2 Bath house. 3-4 Students.
W/D, C/A, Large Private Yard. OffStreet Parking. 1526 3rd St. $325/
Month per Student. 217-549-5402
__________________________3/22
www.EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________3/22
3 or 4 BR 1012 2nd street. Large house
with double fenced lot. Living room,
Game room, Laundry Room, Kitchen.
2 Baths. Landlords EIU alum.
$325/month. 217-273-7270.
__________________________3/22
Large 3 Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath House.
W/D, high efficiency. Water heater/furnace, C/A, large open porch, large patio. 307 Polk. $300/Month per student.
217-549-5402
__________________________3/22
Houses 7 and 5 bedrooms. Great Locations. W/D, dishwasher. Trash and yard
included. Rent and lease negotiable.
345-6967.
__________________________3/26
VILLAGE RENTALS 2013-2014 Leasing
affordable housing! 106 W. Lincoln Avenue. 3 BR 1 Bath, W/D, privacy patio.
1502 A Street, 3 BR 1 Bath, W/D, eat-in
kitchen, back yard w/privacy fence.
Pet Friendly, FREE TV if signed by
March 15, 2013. Call for an appointment. 217-345-2516.
__________________________3/26
FREE 50 INCH TV WITH SIGNED LEASE!
4 BEDROOM / 2 BATH: $325/PERSON
1810 12th STREET, UNIT B CALL TOM @
708-772-3711 FOR MORE INFO
__________________________3/27
3 BR HOMS, 2ND & 4TH STREETS,
W/D, A/C, $275-325 EACH, 549-3333
__________________________3/27
3 BD HOUSE, 1714 12th FLAT SCREEN,
FURNISHED, GARBAGE & LAWN INCLUDED CALL 549-1628 or 549-0212
__________________________3/29
3 or 5 BD HOUSE ON POLK FLAT
SCREEN, FURNISHED, GARBAGE &
LAWN INCLUDED CALL 549-1628 or
549-0212
__________________________3/29

For rent
4, 5 and 6 BR houses on 11th St - all
have W/D, dishwasher, A/C efficient
and affordable. EIUStudentRentals.
com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/29
Looking for a 5-6 bedroom house? We
have 2 options available just blocks
from Campus! One is right next to
O'Brien Stadium, the other is right
down from The Panther Paw. Call today for a showing! 345-6210 or
eipoffice@eiprops.com
__________________________3/29
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12
UP TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
__________________________3/29
1603 12th St. available. 3 bedroom,
1 bathroom house with large basement. $325 per person.
Please call EIP at 345-6210
or email eipoffice@eiprops.com.
__________________________3/29
2 Bedroom apartments on 9th Street.
Available for Fall. All inclusive pricing.
549-1449
__________________________3/29
$100 per person signing bonus
Fall 2013, very nice 2, 3, 6 bedroom
houses, townhouses, and apts. available All excellent locations!
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/29
Fall 2013. All Inclusive. 1 Bedroom
Apartments. East of Buzzard.
rcrrentals.com. 217-345-5832
__________________________3/29
5 & 6 bedroom houses for Fall.
Good locations, nice units, A/C,
locally owned and managed. No pets.
345-7286 www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/29
GET A FREE 40 OR 50 INCH TV!
Sign a lease with Hallberg Rentals &
get a free big screen TV! 2 to 5 Bedroom Houses, Closes to Campus are
still available! Call Tom @
708-772-3711 for More Info
__________________________3/27
1 & 2 bedroom apts. for Fall. Good locations, all electric, A/C, trash pick-up &
parking included. Locally owned and
managed. No pets. 345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/29
5 Bedroom House Available Fall
2013 at 1434 9th St. Great Location!
Schedule your showing today! www.
unique-properties.net 345-5022
__________________________3/29
2 bedroom house W/D, A/C, D/W
1609 12th St. $335 each! 217-345-3273
__________________________3/29
$100 per person signing bonus
Right behind McHugh's. Very nice
2 and 3 bedroom, 2 bath apartments.
Cable and Internet included.
217-493-7559 www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/29
3 bedroom units available - very nice,
very clean 735 Buchanan Street.
All appliances included fair price,
close to campus 217-962-0790.
__________________________3/29
AVAILABLE NOW: 2 BR APT, STOVE,
FRIG, MICROWAVE. TRASH PD. 1305
18th STR NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR
APTS, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE.
TRASH PD. 2001 South 12h Street
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29

Brewster Rockit By Tim Rick ard
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For rent
Leasing Now For Fall 2013! Great Locations, Beautifully Remodeled
Apartments. 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 Bedrooms
Available. Don't miss out! Reserve
your apartment today! www.
unique-properties.net 345-5022
__________________________3/29
4 BR, 2 BA DUPLEX, 1 BLK FROM EIU,
1520 9th ST, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, WASHER/
DRYER, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
2 BR APTS 955 4th ST, STOVE, FRIG,
MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER,
1 CAR GARAGE, WATER & TRASH PD.
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th & 1305 18TH
ST STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
DELUXE 1 BR APTS 117 W POLK &
905 A ST, 1306& 1308 ARTHUR AVE,
STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
DISHWASHER, WASHER/DRYER,
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
3 BR APT, 1 BLK FROM EIU, 820 LINCOLN AVE, STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, WATER &
TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
__________________________3/29
First semester leases beginning Fall
2013 available for studio, 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apartments at
Lincolnwood-Pinetree. 217-345-6000.
__________________________3/29
South Campus Suites 2 Bedroom
townhouses or 2 bedroom 2 bath
apartments available for fall 2013!
Newly Constructed! Beautifully Furnished! Water and trash included!
Free tanning, fitness & laundry. Pet
friendly! Close to camps with rental
rates you can afford. Call now for
your showing! 345-5022 www.unique-properties.net
__________________________3/29
1701 & 1703 11th St. 3& 4 bedroom
remodeled duplex. Fully furnished,
spacious bedrooms, nice size yard!
Close to campus! Call today to set up
your showing. 345-5022
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________3/29
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT $270 EACH WATER AND TRASH INCLUDED. FURNISHED OR NON FURNISHED, NEXT TO
CITY PARK AT 1111 2ND STREET. 217549-1957
__________________________3/29
Very nice 6 bedroom, 2 bath house.
Across the street from O'Brien Stadium
with large private backyard.
myeiuhome.com 217-493-7559.
__________________________3/29
4-6 bedroom house, 2 bath, W/D, A/C
1521 2nd St. $300-500 each!
217-345-3273
__________________________3/29
4 BEDROOM HOUSE & TOWNHOUSE
AVAILABLE WITH LARGE YARD
NEXT TO CITY PARK. $250 EACH.
217-549-1957
__________________________3/29
Great location! Rent starting at $300
per month. Find your 1, 2, 3 bedroom
or studio apartment at
Lincolnwood-Pinetree. 217-345-6000.
__________________________3/29

For rent
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES
For 3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan,
3 & 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free
trash and parking, low utility bills, local
responsive landlord. Starting @ $210/
person. Available Fall 2013, Lease
length negotiable. 217-246-3083.
__________________________3/29
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
over 20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/29
FREE 50 INCH BIG SCREEN WITH
SIGNED LEASE! HUGE 5 BED/2 BATH
HOUSE ACROSS FROM THE FOOTBALL FIELD ON GRANT $350 PER
PERSON. CALL TOM @ 708-772-3711
FOR MORE INFO
__________________________3/27
NOW RENTING for Fall 2013. 1,2 & 3 bdr
apts; 4 bdr house. 217-345-3754
___________________________4/2
Properties available 7th St. 2 blocks
from campus. 4 or 5 bedroom and studio apts with some utilities paid.
Call 217-728-8709.
___________________________4/5
5 BR house on 4th St. 2 BA, with W/D,
Flatscreen TV. Water and trash included. $190/Person. 217-369-1887
___________________________4/5
3 bed, 2 bath house for 2012-2013.
W/D, pets possible. Off street parking.
1710 11th Street. 273-2507.
___________________________4/8
Three 2 bedroom houses, 2 bedroom
apartments, 1026 Edgar. $250.
549-4074 or 345-3754.
___________________________4/9
4 BR, 2 BA, W/D, large backyard,
2 blocks from campus, 1210 Division.
$200/person. Call Pud, 345-5555.
__________________________4/12

Ad HERE!

581-2816

1, 2, 3, and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations
*As low as
$285/mo each
person

For appointment

phone
217-348-7746

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
4 Bedroom
house
1/2 block
Lantz for!
1,2,3,4…
We’ve
got what
you’reto
looking
3 Bedroom apts. near Arby’s, Lantz

1 person apartments from $335-500/month
2 Bedroom apts. for 1 or for 2, $440-650
2 bedroom 2 person apts. from $290/325 per person
Bedroom
apts. for
1 from
31
bedroom
3 person
apts.
right$335
next up
to Arby’s
3 bedroom house a short walk to EIU
4 bedroom house ½ block to Lantz or Marty’s

See the website - Call for an appointment

1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

For rent

www.woodrentals. com

For rent

Fall 2013- Affordable- Large, Beauti- 4 bedroom home $250/person.
ful, and Spacious One and Two Bed- No pets. 217/345-5037.
room Unfurnished Apt. on the www.chucktownrentals.com.
Square over Z's Music. Trash and __________________________4/26
Water Incl.- Low Utilities- All New 2 and 3 bedroom homes close to camAppliances and Flooring- Laundry pus. Trash & yard service included.
On-Site- No Pets- Apply 345-2616
No pets. 217-345-5037.
__________________________4/12
__________________________4/26
1, 3, 4 & 6 Bedroom houses. W/D. D/W. www.jensenrentals.com 217-345-6100
Trash included. Rent is $250 - 300 per __________________________4/30
bedroom. 217-273-2292.
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12
__________________________4/16
UP TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING
5-7 bedroom, 2 bath home
AT $30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
on 9th Street. 217-345-5037.
___________________ 5/30
www.chucktownrentals.com.
__________________________4/26
FOR
RELEASE MARCH 21, 2013

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 __-minded
6 Skating team
10 Strong desire,
with “the”
14 Caught this
morning
15 “Look __ when
I’m talking to
you!”
16 Auth. of many
snarky blog
comments
17 “Scrubs” head
nurse
18 Nurses
19 “__ 911!”: police
series parody
20 Hot sauce
ingredient
23 Beret-sporting
revolutionary
25 Operation
Overlord vessel,
for short
26 Concerto
standout
27 Vox populi
30 Monstrous
31 Off __:
sporadically
32 NBAer who
tweeted “I’m
about to retire” in
2011
33 Wrinkly toy
34 Silver-tongued
38 No later than
41 British blame
game?
43 Genre artist of
mid-18th-century
Europe
45 Men’s
department
fixture
47 Vessel near the
desserts
48 Droop
49 Stinger? (and
what’s literally
found in 20-, 27and 43-Across)
52 Produced fiction?
53 Say and mean
54 Slapstick sidekick
57 “House,” in Inuit
58 Suckling spot
59 Favors, with
“toward”
60 Fanfare
61 Woody’s son
62 “Tearin’ Up My
Heart” band

3/21/13

By Alex Bajcz

DOWN
1 Compound
once used as
aerosol
propellant: Abbr.
2 NPR’s “Science
Friday” host
Flatow
3 Anatomical
column
component
4 Land in el agua
5 Dry French wine
6 Target in the end
zone
7 System ending?
8 Eliciting awe
9 Plead in court,
say
10 Whaling
weapon
11 Bowler’s target
12 Strengthens
13 Sound from the
bull pen
21 “The Nazarene”
author Sholem
22 Belgian prime
minister Di Rupo
23 Coast Guard
noncoms
24 Jackman of “Les
Misérables”
(2012)
28 Sloshed

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

29 São __
33 Examine, as
produce
35 “Game on!”
36 Coconut
product?
37 McEnroe rival
39 Tar Heel St.
40 Improvisational
piece
41 Gideon Fell
creator John
Dickson __

3/21/13

42 Apt vehicle in a
presidential
motorcade?
43 Furniture wood
44 __ Rico
45 Dutch export
46 Covent Garden
architect Jones
50 Scaloppine meat
51 Fútbol cheers
55 Resting place
56 “I didn’t mean to
do that” key
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Men’s Basketball | Season recap

Strong finish leads to high expectations
By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor
The Eastern men’s basketball team
did not pay attention to expectations in
2013.
It did not pay attention to adversity
either, for that matter.
The Panthers were projected to finish
11th out of 12 teams in the Ohio Valley
Conference; they finished as the No. 8
seed in the conference tournament.
Though they suffered a first round
loss in the tournament, the Panthers
also suffered a 12-game losing streak
over two months during the regular-season.
When, in hindsight, junior guard
Morris Woods said he would be shocked
if someone told him Eastern would end
up with a tournament berth.
But Eastern did.
It closed out its 3-16 start with an
8-4 finish in coach Jay Spoonhour’s first
year.
A dramatic second half to the season quickly ended with a 78-68 loss to
Southeast Missouri in the first round.
But for a team that’s expectations
were so low this preseason, will now
likely be much higher next season.
Only three Panthers will be leaving the team because of graduation in
guards Austin Akers, Taylor Jones and
Malcolm Herron.
Meanwhile, 10 Panthers will return to the team next season, including their top four leading scorers in Woods (11), junior forward
Sherman Blanford (10.5), junior forward Josh Piper (10.2) and freshman
guard Alex Austin (9.3).
Each of those players shot over 44
percent — the four highest shooting
percentages on the team.

Z achary White| The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Junior Morris Woods fights for a rebound against junior A.J. Jones of Southeast Missouri in the OVC Tournament. Eastern lost 68-78 at Municipal Auditorium in Nashville, Tenn.

“I think we have a bright future,”
Piper said. “We will still have a lot of talent. This team is going to be really good
moving forward.”
Eastern will also return its top three
players among rebounds per game next
season in Blanford (6.4), Piper (4.4) and
Woods (4.3).
The Panthers, however, will lose the
leadership of starters Akers and Jones —
especially Akers’ NCAA top five assist-

Tennis | cancellation

Weather cancels match
Staff Report
With the weekend forecast projecting
soggy, cold weather, Eastern decided to
revise its Ohio Valley Conference opening schedule.
The men’s and women’s tennis teams
OVC opener against Southern IllinoisEdwardsville has been postponed to a
date not yet scheduled.
The Panthers home opener at Darling Courts against Murray State and
Austin Peay may also be affected because of the weather.

The forecast for the weekend calls for
rain and snow mix with wind gusts.
Eastern has the option to move the
OVC opener indoors across state lines.
The Wabash Tennis Center in Terre
Haute, Ind. would host the men’s and
women’s tennis matches.
The home matches on Saturday and
Sunday against Murray State and Austin Peay are still scheduled for 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. as the women will begin play
first both days with the men following
right after.

to-turnover ratio (3.08).
But they will have the addition of
something they were without this season.
“We have guys coming in next year
who couldn’t play this year,” Piper said.
“They will really help us.”
The players Piper is alluding to are
guard Reggie Smith and guard Dennis
Green.
Both were red-shirted this season af-

ter not passing NCAA regulations.
Smith, a UNLV and Marquette
transfer, had to sit out this season after
the NCAA denied him a second year of
transfer without penalty.
As for Green, a freshman guard from
the Bronx, was never cleared by the
NCAA for academic reasons.
Those two additions and a full offseason of recruiting prove to be an argument for Piper’s belief of a bright future

for Eastern Basketball.
Year two under coach Spoonhour has
promise — something people thought
was nonexistent this year — the only
difference is that year one did not have
the expectations year two will likely
have.
Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon breaks all-time career scoring record. She now has 1907 career points.

S ports

Sports Editor
Anthony Catezone
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Nixon leads team to program-defining win
By Alex McNamee
Staff Reporter
A team down on its luck almost two
weeks ago made history Wednesday
night by beating Missouri in the first
round of the Women’s National Invitation Tournament.
Senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon was
the driving force, setting an all-time record for career points as she caught fire
for 27, three points shy of tying her career high.
Nixon led the Panthers to a 60-58
win, sinking a tricky mid-range jumper with 19 seconds left to give her team
the winning basket.
The Michigan City, Ind., native officially became the program’s all-time
leading scorer after scoring her 12th
point of the game with 3:13 left in the
first half, but she had more to accomplish than just an individual record.
She had everything to do with the
victory, scoring nine points and adding
two assists during the Eastern women’s
basketball team’s final 17-7 run to end
the game.
The final two points of her nine
came with 19 seconds left as she gave
the Panthers their first lead in nearly
18 minutes.
Eastern coach Lee Buchanan chose
to keep the ball in his best player’s
hands for the final shot, which excited Nixon.
“I looked at Mariah (King, in the
huddle) and smiled because everybody
in the gym knew I was going to take
that shot, I just had to figure out how
to do it,” Nixon said.
Nixon drove the ball into the right
side of the paint. She said she knew the
Tigers’ defense would jump after her,
so she pump-faked a shot, ducked underneath the leaping defenders and
made it.
It was sweet revenge for Nixon, who
almost two weeks ago missed a gametying layup as time expired in the
Ohio Valley Conference Tournament
against Tennessee-Martin.
After the conference tournament
game, Nixon said she told her teammates, family and friends, “that’s just
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Senior guard Ta'Kenya Nixon goes for the final layup of the game against
UT Martin in The Nashville Municipal Auditorium Friday, March 8, 2012.
Nixon broke the Eastern record for total career points on Wednesday during the Panthers winning game against Missouri.

how basketball goes,” trying to cope
with her missed shot.
Twelve days later, Nixon had another chance and converted, and said the
Tennessee-Martin game wasn’t even in
her head.
“I’ve been put in that position since
I’ve been playing basketball,” Nixon
said. “Sometimes things don’t go your
way.”
After Nixon made the shot, Missouri still had time try to tie the game.

The Tigers brought the ball to half
court and called a timeout to set up a
play with 9.4 seconds left.
In those last nine seconds, the defense Buchanan had worked so hard
to establish shined in every way he
would’ve liked it to.
“We’ve been pretty good in half
court defense lockdown all year,” Buchanan said. “That’s what it came
down to.”
First, senior guard Kelsey Wyss de-

nied any chance at a pass to the leading 3-point shooter in the nation, Missouri’s Morgan Eye.
Second, when Missouri’s Sydney
Crafton drove the ball baseline to try
to get a layup, senior forward Mariah
King cut her off, setting the ball loose.
“I bet eight people hit (the ball),”
Buchanan said. “Ta’Kenya caught it
like a football and was calling a timeout, while falling down.”
Nixon said nobody was going to
take the ball from her once she had it,
even though the clock expired as she
hit the floor. She said she would’ve
swatted it out of bounds if she had to,
as to keep it away from Missouri players.
“Either I’m going to get it or nobody’s going to get it,” Nixon said.
Amid her focus on holding onto
the ball, the buzzer rang and the game
ended — though Nixon said it didn’t
seem like it.
King was the only player jumping
in the air, shouting, “We won,” Nixon
said. Meanwhile, Nixon was still signaling timeout on the floor.
“That’s how focused this team was
tonight — a minute after the buzzer rings, we’re still playing defense and
calling timeout,” Nixon said.
Buchanan’s team earned the victory, matching everything their Southeastern Conference opponent threw at
Eastern, including an early second half
burst.
“I knew they were a second half
club but didn’t tell anybody,” Buchanan said.
Missouri made nine of its first 11
shots in the second half, leading to an
eight-point lead with 9:38 to play.
The Tigers shot 53.8 percent in the
second half, but Eastern one-upped
them by shooting 56 percent.
Eastern held the Tigers scoreless in
the last 4:18 of the game, and scored
eight points itself in the same amount
of time.
It was a goal the Panthers set for
themselves in September and something they talked about in the locker room, immediately following the
OVC tournament loss two weeks ago

— winning a postseason game.
The WNIT selection committee set
them up to play Missouri, a team they
were confident against having played
them each of the last two years (winning in 2010).
“We just kept building momentum
every time I would tell them about
things (about Missouri),” Buchanan
said. “We went into the game really,
really confident.”
Also, Nixon’s 27 points wasn’t bad
to have either. She had the all-time
scoring record in the first half, but
didn’t get to celebrate until after the
game.
She turned her phone on when she
got into the locker room after celebrating on the court and she had a missed
call from Rachel Galligan, the previous
record holder, former assistant coach,
mentor, and Nixon’s close friend.
“She was ecstatic, excited for me
and screaming like she broke the record all over again,” Nixon said. “It’s
just icing on the cake as this year is going on. It’s exciting. It’s emotional.”
Alex McNamee can
be reached at 581-2812
or admcnamee@eiu.edu.

TA’KENYA

WATCH

1907
Senior guard Ta’Kenya Nixon is the new
all time scoring leader with 1907 points.
She scored 27 points in Wednesday’s win
over Missouri.
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Lineup change sparks 11-7 win agianst SIU
Players listening
to the message
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor
The Eastern baseball team scored 11
runs in its win against Southern IllinoisCarbondale, tying its highest run output
of the season.
Entering the game, Eastern scored 65
runs in its first 17 games, averaging fewer than four runs a game, forcing coach
Jim Schmitz.
Coach Jim Schmitz said at the beginning of the season the lineup would
not change after the first couple of weekends, but after seeing the same problems
with batters, he said changes needed to
be made.
“There are various reasons for that but
the main problem was striking out about
seven times a game and that’s more than
two innings that you’re not putting the
ball in play,” Schmitz said.
The lineup on Tuesday afternoon
against the Salukis featured three new
players from the opening day lineup
against Texas Southern.

The two main changes were freshman
Mitch Gasbarro replacing junior Tyler
Schweigert at shortstop and freshman
Derek Page taking over right field for junior Cameron Berra.
The third change came as a result of
an ankle injury sustained by sophomore
left fielder Caleb Howell, which was
caused by hitting his ankle from a backswing against Evansville last Tuesday.
Junior Trey Russell, who replaced
Howell in the lineup, contributed to the
win with two hits and a run scored in
Eastern’s 11-7 win over Carbondale.
But the Gasbarro and Page insertions
came as a direct result of Schweigert and
Berra struggling at the plate Schmitz
said.
“Tyler Schweigert has really struggled
in the strike out department,” he said.
“Cam Berra; we thought he would be
kind of a high average guy about .280.300, but he’s (not hitting).”
Through the first 17 games, Schweigert had a team-high 18 strikeouts,
walking three times and Berra had a batting average of .179, going 6-for-39 at
the plate with no walks.
Schweigert’s replacement Gasbarro
was 1-for-5 against the Salukis, but he
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Senior infielder Nathan Sopena bunts against Southern Illinois in Coaches
Stadium on Tuesday. The Panthers defeated Southern Illinois 11-7.

reached first base three times on errors.
Gasbarro scored two runs, hitting in the
No. 2 spot of the lineup.
Schmitz said he had meetings with
many players on Monday including senior center fielder Nick Priessman.
Priessman was second on the team

in strikeouts with 17 prior to the Saluki game.
“He’s very valuable to our defense, so
it’s more of we really need (Priessman)
to start doing what we have been saying
from the beginning,” Schmitz said.
Priessman responded with two hits

and two walks.
Schmitz said he was pleased with
Priessman’s RBI single in the first inning,
which was hit between first and second
base.
But the win, which broke the Panthers nine-game losing streak, was possible by the performance of senior second
baseman Nathan Sopena.
Sopena gave Eastern a seven-run lead
in the seventh inning, hitting a three-run
home run, putting the Panthers up 10-3,
but he later injured his left wrist.
Schmitz said he hopes the injury is
not in the hamate bone, which coincidently was an injury suffered by Eastern’s Jordan Kreke on April 10, 2009, in
a game against Tennessee-Martin.
Sopena will not play this weekend
against Illinois State as a precaution
Schmitz said.
Schmitz recently moved Sopena into
the leadoff spot and Sopena now leads
the team in batting average at .311 after
a 1-for-4 day at the plate against Southern Illinois.
Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.

